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Sir: 



In a notice of non-compliance mailed on May 12, 2003, the 
Examiner raised three issues. (1) a status of claims statement 
where "14" was entered instead of "8"; (2) Designation of "stand 
or fall"; and (3) the use of numbers in the "stand or fall" 
explanations. Items (1) is corrected and (3) is modified to the 
Examiner ' s preference . 

However, for item (2) the Examiner seems to indicate that 
because the claims fall within two groups, group 1 having claims 
2-4 dependent on claim 1 and group 2 having claims 6-8 dependent 
on claim 5) that these must of necessity stand or fall together. 

MPEP section 1206(7) relates to claims groups and indicates 
that within each group, unless the applicant articulates why the 
members of the group are independently patentable, "the board 
shall select a single claim from the group and shall decide the 



appeal as to the ground or of rejection on the basis of that 
claim alone, unless a statement is included that the claims of 
the group do not stand or fall together and, in the argument 
section of the brief, applicant explains why the claims of the 
group are believed to be separately patentable" . 

The indications of separate patentability are simply stated 
in the grouping section AND are amended for further emphasis in 
the argument section of the brief in order that the intent is 
clear. The description in the groupings section is reduced, but 
nontheless emphasized. 
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